Great Shefford Parish Council
Clerk to The Parish Council: Mrs Kim Lloyd
Tel No.: 07867 310121
E-mail: greatsheffordpc@hotmail.com

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 6 JUNE 2019
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Cllr. Ackrill (Chair), Cllr. Bell (Vice), Cllr. Knass, Cllr. McCarthy, Cllr. Williams.
Clerk: Mrs K Lloyd
Attendance: District Cllr. Clive Hooker
1. APOLOGIES RECEIVED.

Apologies received from Cllr. Storey.
The Clerk passed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ to Cllr McCarthy who was not
present in the last meeting to sign. Cllr. McCarthy signed the Declaration and the Clerk
witnessed.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS.

No Declarations of interest.

3. MEMBERS OF INTEREST FORMS

Councillors had completed all forms and handed back to the Clerk.
4. OPEN FORUM- un minuted

Cllr. Hooker firstly introduced himself to the Members of the Council and thanked the electors
for the votes following the recent election. A reduction of District Councillors from 52 to 43
was made which resulted in the boundary’s also being changed. Great Shefford was now in the
Downlands Ward. The Downlands Ward had a 39% turn out for the election.
Cllr Hooker said he was re-elected as Chairman for the Western Area Planning Committee, Vice
Chairman of the District Planning Committee and also been elected as Vice Chairman of West
Berkshire Council, which was a real asset for the Downlands Ward.
On 30th May the Emergency Climate Change Petition (to work towards West Berkshire
becoming zero carbon by 2030) was presented to the Council, motioned by the Green party.
Following the presentation and debate it was voted in favour “To commission a further
investigation”
Cllr Hooker reported that West Berkshire Council had already been reducing CO2 emissions
across West Berkshire. For example; following the road works at London Road Industrial
Estate, air pollution at the Robin Hood roundabout had been reduced. All of the West
Berkshire owned street lights had now been replaced to LED to reduce power consumption,
and an agreement for 35 additional Car-Charging points to be installed. A budget of £750,000
has been agreed for the installation of solar panels to roofs of Council buildings
Cllr Hooker also asked Members to spread the word on the WEST BERKSHIRE ENERGY SWITCH
to help people save money on energy bills.
Collective switching works best when more people register, as the bargaining power to
suppliers is increased, If someone has no internet access, they can register offline by calling
01635 503267.or https://info.westberks.gov.uk/communityswitch it’s a free service and
quick and simple to use and could save you money.

5. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECIEVED

None received.
6. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Members RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to confirm and adopt the minutes of Parish Council
meeting held on 9 MAY 2019.
7. FINANCE

a) Bank Accounts
Balances on 10 May 2019
Parish Council
Recreation Ground Account
b) Cheques approved in this meeting.
S/O
Kim Lloyd (Parish Clerk)
100429
Cheque for 123-Reg domain (Clerk paid)
100430
S & S Management Ltd
100431
Steven Lambourne
100432
FCC Recycling (UK) Ltd
100433
Mrs R H Withers (Internal Auditor)

£19,398.82
£10,221.59

£612.17*
£19.19
£438.00
£360.00
£25.40
£75.00

8. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2018/19 PART 2

The Clerk reported the internal audit had been completed and all record keeping and
accounts was correct.
The Chairman, Cllr. Ackrill signed both statements. The Clerk said both statements will be
published on the website along with the internal audit section as statutory required before
the 1st July 2019.
A Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2018/19.
B Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2018/19.
9. REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE LIBRARY SERVICE

2019/20.
An email was received from the Culture and Libraries Manager at West Berkshire Council
requesting donations for 2019/20 from Parish Councils. A reply from NALC solicitor
informed Parish Council a local Council can use section 137 to grant money to the library,
but a formal request was required for further legal advice
Cllr. Ackrill asked Cllr. Hooker, present in the meeting, what WBC view was on donating
funds to the library considering the advice was not to contribute from BALC in 2017. Cllr.
Ackrill reminded members we subscribe to BALC for their legal advice so why would we
not follow their guidance. Cllr. Hooker reported the libraries have had large government
budget cuts due to more funds going to the welfare. Cllr. Hooker said he would seek advice
regarding the legality of Parish Councils making financial donations to libraries and let the
Clerk know, members thanked Cllr. Hooker.
Members agreed to carry this item over to the next meeting, once obtained more advice
from NALC and West Berkshire Council a decision can be made.
10. QUOTES FOR RECREATION GROUND FENCE.

Cllr. Ackrill is waiting on the third quote. Two quotes have been received. One of the
contractors quoting had measured the fencing and confirmed it was 64 metres. Cllr. Ackrill
originally estimated 75 meters. The quotes are for 5 x 3 square posts.
Carry agenda item over to the next meeting.
11. STREET LIGHT QUOTES – SOX REPLACEMENT TO LED.

The Clerk still had no response from West Berkshire Council to confirm the contractor
they had used to replace all West Berkshire street lights to LED. The Clerk did further
research and confirmed Volker Highways was used. Following talks to Volker they
confirmed it was 24w LED lanterns used in the rest of West Berkshire. Volker said the
current pole brackets for the parish owned ones would also need to be surveyed to check
the condition of them and to enable the weight of a LED lantern. The Clerk raised the
concern that they may not carry out the work in phases if Volker was used.
Cllr. Knass reminded the Clerk to make sure Volker quote for the exact lantern
specification as the West Berkshire owned ones that are already replaced in Great
Shefford.
The Clerk will ask Volker Highways for a quote.
12. FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEME

Cllr. Ackrill said a big THANK YOU to Matthew Webb for organising a Metal Detecting
Rally at East Garston on Sunday 19th May with a THANK YOU also going to the
landowner Freddie Tulloch (landlord of the Queens public house) for using his field.
Cllr. Ackrill was on car-park duties and said it was a great day and raised £1,802.50 for the
Flood Alleviation.
The amount raised will be paid into the good exchange and match funded given a total of
£3,604.00, a great result!
If you would like to donate- Please click on the link. (DEADLINE 7th SEPTEMBER 2019)
https://app.thegoodexchange.com/project/12191/great-shefford-flood-alleviationassociation/great-shefford-flood-alleviation-scheme
Or go to www.thegoodexchange.com and find the project by number 12191.
We have 762 houses in Great Shefford including Shefford Woodlands. If every house
donated £2.00 the scheme would gain £1,524 then having this amount match funded
is a total of £3’048. But if every house donated £5.00 after being match funded, a
total of £7,620 would be donated, which would hit the target!
Cllr’s. Ackrill and Knass are meeting with the Environmental Agency on 26 June 2019.
13. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS AND REPORTS.

The Clerk was asked by Cllr. Ackrill to contact Sovereign to question when the field located
behind his house is going to be mowed. Also to ask West Berkshire Council how many
times they now mow ‘The Green’ as it does not appear to be mowed as much as it was in
the past.
14. CLERK CORRESPONDENCE.

The Clerk read out an email received from a resident over the item ‘POTENTIAL FOOTWAY
WORKS ON CHURCH STREET’ (item 18) from the last minutes. Members noted the email and
asked the Clerk to respond that their decision still remains the same from the last Parish
Council meeting.
15. MATTERS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION.

None
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETTING.

The meeting of Thursday 4 July 2019 at 7.40pm was confirmed.
Close 20:51

