Great Shefford Parish Council
Clerk to The Parish Council: Mrs Kim Lloyd
Tel No.: 07867 310121
E-mail: greatsheffordpc@hotmail.com

GREAT SHEFFORD MINUTES
MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 5th MARCH 2020 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.40pm.
Present: Cllr. Ackrill (Chair), Cllr. Bell (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Williams, Cllr. McCarthy, Cllr. Storey and
Cllr. Hale -Power.
Parish Clerk: K. Lloyd.
Attendance: 1 member of the public present.
1.

APOLOGIES RECEIVED.
Cllr. Knass sent apologies.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS.
Cllrs. Bell and McCarthy declared an interest in item 10 HELAA as the land in question
neighbours their properties.

3.

OPEN FORUM- un minuted.
To note. The Duck Derby is postponed to the 25th May bank holiday instead of Easter due to
the weather climate.

4.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED.
No planning applications received.
Decision Notice
19/03139House - Oakhanger Park Baydon Road Shefford Woodlands
Demolition of three outbuildings and construction of replacement outbuildings. WBC grants
planning permission.

5.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Members RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to confirm and adopt the minutes of the Parish Council
meeting held on 6 February 2020.

6.

VE 75 – JANE TURTON.
Jane Turton read out a statement to the members of the Parish Council as shown in Appendix
1. Jane asked the Parish Council if they would consider contributing £100.00 towards the VE
75 celebrations. Cllr. Bell proposed, Cllr. Storey seconded and all agreed. The cheque will be
raised when requested. The members of the Parish Council Thanked Jane for all her hard work.

7.

FINANCE.
a) Bank Accounts
Balances on 12 February 2020
Parish Council
Recreation Ground Account
b) Payments approved in this meeting
S/O
Kim Lloyd (Parish Clerk)

£13,970.71
£10,221.59
£612.17

8.

A338 SPEEDING UPDATE.
One of the Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) was reported as not working in the last meeting. The
Senior Traffic Engineer from West Berkshire Council (WBC) on 13/02 advised that the back-up
battery needs replacing and would be fixed within 28 days. The Clerk asked again for more to
be done on traffic calming along the A338 and raised the matter of the increase of HGV
speeding.
In reply to the Clerk WBC state the situation remains the same in that nothing further could be
done. Data was sent to the Parish Council reminding members of the last deployment of the
Speed Indication Device (SID). This data however did not match the Parish Councils’ record of
when the last SID was deployed by Cllrs. Ackrill and Williams. This led to further questionable
correspondence with the Senior Road Safety Officer.
Following this correspondence, it was agreed that WBC would deploy a Speed Device Recorder
(SDR) in the village. This took place on the 20th February 2020. This data was emailed to the
Parish Council from the Senior Road Safety Officer at WBC.
If you would like to see the full data captured on the 20/2/2020, please email the Clerk and
quote reference FILE TM32, the Clerk will email the information to you.
Unfortunately, the data again showed not enough percentage of vehicles were speeding to
enforce any intervention by WBC. Cllr. Ackrill had responded to the Senior Safety Officer as
cited below.
We will just have to agree to disagree on this as you think the speed in our village is acceptable
and I don't. You say you need more data but it will not change anything, I could quote figures
from a few years ago which were almost identical at 48% of vehicles speeding , we were told
then we didn't have a problem exactly as you are saying now. We could get ourselves re-trained
and provide more data which will almost certainly say the same thing again in your eyes i.e.
Half of vehicles are speeding but not by enough to be an issue. I fully accept that you are the
expert here and the figures don't represent a serious problem to you compared to other
locations BUT I live in the village and to me , the figures are not acceptable and do represent a
serious problem.
The Clerk informed the members of the Parish Council the next Speed Indication device (SID)
training session is in April. All the Members of the Parish Council in the meeting said they
would attend this training session.

9.

HELAA - HOUSING AND ECONOMIC LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT.
West Berkshire District Council is reviewing its Local Plan to cover the period up to 2036. Also,
over that period WBC have been completing the Housing and Economic Land Availability
Assessment (HELAA) of all the sites that have been submitted to them for potential
development by landowners and promoters. Please see the link for further information.
‘Planning Policy News’
On the 19/02 the Clerk received the follow up information for the Great Shefford Parish. If you
would like to see this information, please contact the Clerk the information can be emailed to
you. Appendix 2 shows the proposed potential for development in Great Shefford (as GS1).
The purpose of this assessment is to informally discuss the sites that have been identified in
the HELAA, and for WBC to gain further information on local issues, preferences for sites, and
community aspirations. This will determine which sites should be selected for allocation in the
West Berkshire Local Plan Review to 2036. Comments to be received by Friday 27 March 2020.

Following a discussion, it was agreed the following points need full consideration before
development is even considered in this potential site.
 The food alleviation scheme would need to be complete and secure along with the
sewage systems reworked.
 The infrastructure would need consideration as access would be an issue.
 Development in this area would overlook and feel overpowering to the properties of
Spring Meadows as the ground proposed for development is much higher.
The Clerk will draft a response that will be emailed to the members of the Parish Council
(except Cllr. Bell and Law who declare an interest) for approval.
The full response can be obtained from the Clerk and will also be published in the next meeting
minutes.
Action - Clerk/all.
10. PLAYGROUND INSPECTION /CLIMBER & PAVILLION.

The Clerk received an email from the inspector who carried out the Annual Playground
Inspection at the play area on 17/02. The inspector found severe rot in the frame climber and
some rot to one of the posts in the pavilion shelter. Cllrs. Ackrill and Williams visited the park
the next day and taped off the frame climber. It was agreed the climber needs replacing. After
a discussion, the Clerk was asked to contact the pre-school to find out how much this piece of
equipment is used by the pre-school children. Options will then be discussed, if to remove and
replace or not replace the climber. It would be more cost-effective to remove/replace at the
same time therefore it will remain taped off. The Parish Council ask that no children play on
the climber that is ‘taped off’ in the recreation ground.
Regarding the pavilion shelter post, the Clerk will source quotes. The Clerk had not received
the full annual inspection report yet, only notified by email of these two findings.
Action: Clerk.
11. BROKEN FENCE AT THE BOTTOM OF HUNGERFORD HILL.

The Clerk received one quote and then an offer from Andrew Liddiard of Valley Fencing in
Great Shefford to replace the fence free of charge. The members of the Parish Council would
like to accept this offer and Thanked Andrew for his very kind offer.
12. FCC RECYCLING.

Cllr. Ackrill had previously reported issues to the Clerk and FCC since the last meeting that no
waste collection from the wheelie bin had been made for several weeks. After a lot of
correspondence to and from FCC, the waste from the wheelie bin was hopefully being
collected on Friday. If this poor service continued, the Clerk would review other contractors.
13. FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEME.

Cllr. Ackrill reported he met with representatives from the Environmental Agency (EA) in the
village to discuss immediate temporary measures to be put in place, due to the high-water
levels that are now a major concern. Temporary measures are being discussed.
Cllr. Ackrill said he is chasing EA to confirm the Scheme of Agreement, Cllr. Ackrill said
frustrations were running high and felt the EA are dragging their heels with finalising the
agreement. The members of the Parish Council gave thanks to Cllr. Ackrill for his ongoing
efforts with the EA.

14. VILLAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD.

It was brought to the Parish Councils attention in the meeting by a member of the public that
Serena Nickson a Great Shefford resident has just been announced as the winner of the ‘2019
Great Shefford Community award' which was sponsored by 4 Legs Radio.
As quoted in Penny Post https://pennypost.org.uk/2020/02/4-legs-community-radio/
“Serena has lived in Great Shefford for 34 years. She is Church Warden, School Governor of the
local primary school and avid fund raiser for all manner of projects for the community and
church. Serena is always the first to help with anything that will improve and benefit the
community in which she lives"
The award was sponsored by Joshua Khan from The Great Shefford pub as part of 4 Legs local
radio Unsung Hero Awards.
The Parish Council would like to Congratulate Serene on this award and all said it is well
deserved!
It was felt the Villager of the Year award (the award that was normally presented in the past
Country Fayres) would now be reviewed next year.
15. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING -26 MARCH 2020 UPDATE.

The Clerk had confirmation from the School, Pre-School, and 4 Legs Radio to do a talk. The
Clerk was still waiting on confirmation for table stands from local groups to attend. The Clerk
will do another push to invite the groups to attend over the coming week.
Cllr. Ackrill will ask if the social club could open their doors for the evening.
16. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS AND REPORTS.

None to report.
17. CLERK CORRESPONDENCE.

Nothing more to report, all previously emailed.
18. MATTERS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION.

None.
19. DATE OF NEXT MEETTING.

To confirm the next Parish Council meeting is on Thursday 2 April 2020.
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 26th March 2020 at 7.30pm.
Meeting Closed

